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accustoms the eye to the light; as a father rescues his child-
ren from a burning house by devices suited to their under-
standing—so does this Teacher of gods and men, this
spiritual Father of all, adapt his lessons with skilful paeda-
gogy* Let them all teach the Sutra, which alone reveals
the essence of the faith, 'entering the abode of the Blessed
One which is his strong Love, donning his robe which is
Forbearance, and sitting in his seat which is the doctrine
of Sunyata, or Transcendent Reality', So shall all become
Buddhas, winning their way to Nirvana, as their leader
by great and heroic perseverance throughout the ages has
won through to it. To each by name he gives a word of
cheer, and while all are rejoicing in the good news, there
comes an apocalyptic vision of a stupa containing the faint
and emaciated body of a former Buddha; a seven-fold light
shines from it, and a voice comes forth praising the work
of the Lord, and expounding the new Gospel, All present
bow in worship, and from the utmost confines of the
universe, again lit up by a ray from the Buddha's brow,
come the heavenly hosts; the old Buddha graciously
invites the new one to share his throne, and confesses his
own desire to hear the gospel. Whereupon Sakyamuni
reveals that the time for his departure is at hand, and calls
for volunteers to proclaim it to all the universe.
Manjusri now modestly declares that he has already
preached it with such effect that the eight-year-old daughter
of the Naga king has reached enlightenment, and even the
false Devadatta has become a Buddha* Many are ready to
preach this good news to babes and sinners* and are taught
the qualifications of steadfastness and patient meekness
of a quiet and equable mind, and of a life!>f kindness and
benevolence.
There follows a pause of many million years, and
Buddhas from many worlds appear—great multitudes
whom no man can number. Who are they? They are dis-
ciples whom the Buddha has aroused to perfect enlighten-

